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iz seniar Tom Harley is wall
I knowmn &s the man who founded

the multi-million pound Tom
Harlley luxury performance car
diralership based in rural Darbyshine.
Tom Jr., who is owr host when we visit
ihe businesa, iz already an experienced
buginegsman in his own right, and has
played a major role in the buikding of the
company indo what it is today.

Al 24 years of age, Tom is airsady a
vataran saleeman. He sold his first car,
& Porsche, when he was 11 years old,
and was a milllonaire at 14, The lalber
achiswvameant meant that he was the
youngeat seff-made millonaire that
Eritain had seen, This enabled hirm o
buy inta the buginess a5 a full partner i
16 yaars of age. Clichas such a5
“precocious” and “meteonic” baraly bagin
fo cdescribe his rise o date. IFan authos
woine 1o wiil Tom as a characier in a
noval, the critics might pan it as
unbefiavable.

wark, In many s the

leaving his d 1o odher

matters. This " bod

e Tom S beat selling
the hunt for

clearly for ;. Tom Jr

wiles and new baby daughter,
en do colnclde is in

risk. Tha business, by its adgy nalure, is
ali about risk. The Tom Harbey name is
gymonymous with the ablliity 1o meet
demand that olher dealers can't satisfy,
In order o keep that adge and the
reputation that rides om it, the Harlleys
gometimes have o adjust marging, They
ang datermined to be the firsl, and for as
long as possibde, the only placs that the
wary newest, mosi preatigioss wehicles
can be found. There are people who will
@ premiom b be diving the
s58a50n's maest-have luxury motorcar
arcund town while the ordinary buyer iz
sl on a less enterprizing dealer's
waiting list, Il is the speculalive nalune of
tha business thal makes experience and
inatinct 2o important. With Tom Srit is
the lifelong, infimate knowledge of
barying, selling and dealing that gives
himm his confidance. For Tom Jr. thoss
aspects are already well developed, but
that exira depth of Interest in the cars
adds anather sirendglh,
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Torn rackons that the ambience of thair

premisss plays a part.

“We're a bit ke 5 ome from home,”
he =ays. “II's like part of our home, not
fike & cold showroom, People have the

- privaoy to walk around in a nice, relaxed

amvironment and s=e all the different

types of cars under one roof, That's
unusual, If you go to most other
showrooms, you will nommally just ses
the one make.”

‘Whatewer combination of servica,
repuiation and location it is that sways
the customers, the farmula is warking
wiedl, Last year thay fumed over
approzimately £150 million; and this
year they are expecting that figure to
rige,

Like hig father, Torm ranehy takes whal he
wiould considar time off. The daalership
i5 not 20 much a job az a lifestyle .
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- = = They are always busy.
he does enjoy golf, as doh
his brother Carl. "Fatailal'lr
take a few hours to play g
their thres m:rhuasslaym

Carl Harlley also jolned the: h

an early age and is now a full
He not onky has h‘rnwlamﬂ’nflh
industry passad from his Eaﬂuqrp
from his brother, Tom. e

The three men now run the sh i I

and, together, they have & repl i
bath naticnally and internatian: N ;..xr\"*
being abla to supply the'* ] i ]
and all other sought-after speck R A

Aside from golf, another area of hind
comrman ground Is thelr lking for
quality personal nmmarplauﬁ 5 i

“I have TH 4, my dad has TH. 2~
brather, Carl, has C4 RLS® H‘EH
Clearly the Harlleys' reqgistrati

to be of a calibre to suit the cars th
drive. "1 do like the plates. 1S llke

for ywourself, a bit Bke buying 'grm
mic= waich but this is totalkby u =
only one of each. It's almost l&;p,

of identification.”

Different peopéephrase it in diffe ;"'
ways, bul the sentiment is consis!
amang 50 many of the pmq:lla
wihom we speak. An a:m-ansﬂu'a‘
seems o cry out for a good ch
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-~ Tom Jr lelis us that they also appreciate

quality service from their suppliers.

- good
“We like dealing with Reptransfers.co.uk
 because, as a company, you are like us,

“We're the leading name for luwoury cars
and Regtransfers the leading narme for

- chenshad registrations. Like us, you're a

prvaie company and Reglransfers
seems to care about the customer, a3
o o

Irterviaw: Angela Ean
Sl Rk Cagpar
Picdograptsys Stan Thompsom
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The Litimate Mame Dealing In Luxury Performance Cars

Tal: 01283 762 762 (T days)
waww. tomhartley.com
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